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the volcanic detritus had accumulated over the sea-bottom.1
To give completeness to his account of the Silurian region,
he had likewise undertaken detailed examinations of the
overlying rocks, including the coal-fields and the various
formations up into the Oolitic series. The results of all this
work were now included in his volume. Eich, therefore,
in original research, and amply illustrated, the book well
deserved the encomium of the President of the Geological
Society (Dr. Whewell), who spoke of it, in his address, " as
an admirable example of the sober and useful splendour
which may grace a geological monograph."2 No more
remarkable proof of the value of steady industry had for
many a year been given than was furnished by the gradual
elaboration of this work. " If the young student of geology,"
so said a writer at the time, " wishes to find an example of
the effect of diligence and perseverance, as insuring ultimate
success, he cannot do better than to follow the history of the
'Silurian System,'"3 It was appropriately dedicated to
Sedgwick.4

1  This had been already done in Cumberland by Sedgwiok among
rocks then supposed to be older than any part of Murohison's groups,
but which are now known to lie on the same Lower Silurian horizons aa
those of Wales.   See Proc. Geol Soc., i. p. 400.

2  Proceedings of Geological Society, vol. iii. p. 81,
8 Edin. Rev. clxvii 16.

4 But for the assistance of friends and fellow-labourers, the Silurian
System would have been a very different work from what it is. Sedg-
wiok revised some portions of it, especially the Introduction, which he
induced the author in great part to re-write, Agassiz, Sowerby, and
particularly Lonsclale, named and described the greater part of the fossils,
while other friends, whose names are cited in the book, lent a helping
hand. But besides these coadjutors in the preparation of the volume,
the author had been zealously assisted, as we have soon, by active and
disinterested friends in the field, who had worked for him year after
year, and who carried on a voluminous correspondence with him. The
names of some of his coadjutors have been already given, He has himself
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